
WHAT THEY 
SAY

“Left to
pursue other
interests”

“To spend
more time
with family”

“By mutual 
consent”

“To become a
consultant”

WHAT THEY 
REALLY MEAN

“We canned 
his sorry a**”

“To drink all 
day and ignore 
the kids”

“Who do you
think has the
upper hand?”

“Wife has a 
trust fund”

Corporatespeak
Euphemisms abound in this biz
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Person accepted kumquat martini
at Nobu during agency-review process

Too old, wrong religion,
wrong gender/ethnicity

Chemistry issue/didn’t fit in

Financial decision

REASONS FOR DISMISSAL
The real reasons companies show ad execs the door 

Source: A well-known corporate polling organization of several ad agencies  and companies
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